
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Unleashing the Tiger Within 

Each of Us 
By Monika Liu & Lisa Romano, Asian Coalition Co-Chairs 
 

Gung Hay Fat Choy!  As we enter into the Year of the Tiger, let’s take a 

moment to reflect on the attributes of this beautiful creature.  The 

Tiger is described as courageous, active and self-assured.  Tigers are 

optimistic, passionate, and independent.  They are also quick 

tempered but considerate; affectionate, but careless.  The Tiger is a 

natural born leader and symbolizes power, passion and daring.  It is this 

attribute of the Tiger that resonates strongly as I think about some of 

the leaders/members like Vic Chow, Marion Kwan, Bill Chinn, Ron Lee, Alfred Lee, Gordon 

Lew, Winnie Leong, and Helen Lum who founded Asian Coalition some 40 years ago.   

 
The mission of Asian Coalition (AC) is to promote understanding and appreciation of the 

ethnic and cultural diversity of the San Francisco Community College District by a) providing 

a forum for discussion of issues related to Asians and Pacific Islanders in America, b) 

supporting the scholarship of students of Asian and Pacific Islanders background, c) 

preserving the historical and cultural identity of Asians and Pacific Islanders in America, d) 

ensuring that Asian and Pacific Islander communities receive equitable representation in 

administrative, certificated and classified positions within the Community College District, 
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 Asian Scholarship Dinner 

Friday, April 30, 2010 
5:30pm—no host cocktails, 6pm—Dinner 

Empress of China, 838 Grant Ave., San Francisco, CA  94108 

Guest Speaker: Dr. Chenming Calvin Hu,  
Distinguished Chair Professor of Microelectronics in Electrical Engineering and Computer 

Sciences at the University of California, Berkeley.  

Also: AC Spring Potluck: Friday, March 19 

More dinner & potluck details in this newsletter! 
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and e) offering social events with an Asian and Pacific Islander theme to which all of the 

Community College community are invited. 

 

The founders of AC, tigers in their own right, came together to build a community of leaders 

who would promote, support and advocate for Asian and Pacific Islander issues throughout 

the district.  For instance, in its early days AC was active in the campaigns of Board 

members (Lillian Sing, John Riordan, Alan Wong, and Julie Tang) who supported our mission 

and goals. In addition, AC was a strong voice in advocating for the appointment of Asians in 

various administrative positions in the district, protecting faculty welfare and rights, 

monitoring the district’s hiring practice of Asian and other minority faculty, encouraging 

Asian faculty to take more active and visible roles in sharing their professional skills and 

expertise, and increasing cultural awareness through AC sponsored activities and events.   

 

More recently, under the leadership of many dedicated Asian American administrators, 

faculty, staff and students, such as Frances Lee, Nick Chang, Laurene Wu McClain, Terry 

Hall, Winnie Leong, Pearl Chen, Jessie Chin, Leo Paz, Minh-hoa Ta, the Asian Pacific 

American Student Success Program (APASS), a retention program serving Asian Pacific 

Americans was established.   

 

There is much challenge ahead of us.  We need to continue to work together to advocate, 

support and promote more Asian and Pacific Islander students, classified staff, faculty, and 

administrators into leadership positions at CCSF.  Those of us who are in leadership positions 

must continue to encourage, support, and mentor others who may aspire to serve as leaders 

in our district.  AC continues to be a strong voice working with many community groups to 

see that the new Chinatown Campus becomes a reality.  However, the work is not yet done 

as we will need to continue to support and advocate for the project at all stages from 

concrete pouring to ribbon cutting.   

 

Tigers are extremely bold animals – they are physical, powerful, gracious, independent and 

courageous. Are you ready to bring out the tiger in you to promote the work of 

Asian Coalition?     

 

 

Twelve (12) Scholarships are Available 
from Asian Coalition 

 

Asian Coalition of City College of San Francisco announces the availability of scholarships 

for deserving Asian-American and Asian-Pacific Islander American or Asian and Asian-Pacific 

Islander immigrant students currently enrolled in either Credit or Noncredit courses at any 

of the CCSF campuses.  International students are encouraged to apply as well.  This is the 
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twenty-seventh year of our scholarship program and there will be ten (10) awards in the 

amount of $500 each and two (2) Grand Scholarships in the amount of $1000. 

 

Established by Asian Coalition, four of the five scholarships honor the memory of John 

Yehall Chin who served as one of the members of the first Board of Trustees in the San 

Francisco Community College District.  The fifth scholarship honors the memory of Victor 

Chow, a former faculty member of the Biology Department at City College of San Francisco 

and co-founder of Asian Coalition. The remaining seven additional scholarships are donor 

scholarships: three are individual memorial scholarships, two are offered by the Square & 

Circle Service Club ($500 and $1000), one from our former CCSF Chancellor Hilary Hsu, and 

the other one is offered by a UC Berkeley Professor, Dr. Chenming Hu for the first time this 

year. The memorial scholarships honor Mr. T. F. Tsao and Mr. T. S. Zau, and Ms. Winnie 

Leong’s father. The Square & Circle Service Club is a S.F. Chinatown community-based 

women’s fund raising organization that has been donating scholarships to City College of 

San Francisco students for over 50 years.  

 

The purpose of the scholarship is to acknowledge the struggles and sacrifices Asian and 

Asian-Pacific Islander students encounter in pursuing their educational goals and to provide 

encouragement for their endeavors.  Selection criteria for all scholarships include financial 

need, academic progress, classroom participation, school/community service, potential 

leadership skills, and evaluations (from teachers or counselors).  

 

Applications are available through the Scholarship Office (L366) at the Phelan campus and 

the counseling office at each campus. It may also be downloaded from the Asian 

Coalition website at: www.ccsf.edu/ac. Completed applications which include the 

instructor recommendation must be returned in TRIPLICATE to:  

 

Monika Liu 
Co-chair of Asian Coalition 
50 Phelan Avenue, SH-118B 
San Francisco, CA   94112 

 
and received by 12:00 p.m., Friday, March 5, 2010. 

 
The awards will be presented at the Asian Coalition Dinner that will be held on April 30, 
2010, at Empress of China Restaurant in Chinatown San Francisco. 
 
For further information, please contact:  Monika Liu at 452-5730 or by email: mliu@ccsf.edu 

APPLICATIONS ARE AVAILABLE FOR DOWNLOAD AT 

http://www.ccsf.edu/ac 
 
 

mailto:mliu@ccsf.edu
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Dr. Chenming Calvin Hu  

is the TSMC Distinguished Chair Professor of Microelectronics in Electrical 

Engineering and Computer Sciences at University of California, Berkeley.  

He serves on the boards of Sandisk and the non-profit Friends of Children 

with Special Needs. He was the Chief Technology Officer of TSMC, world's 

largest dedicated semiconductor manufacturing company from 2001 to 

2004.  He was the founding chairman of Celestry Design Technologies and 

the board chairman of the non-profit East Bay Chinese School, Oakland, CA.  

He authored or co-authored four books, 800 research papers, and over 100 US patents and 

has supervised 60 doctoral students in the field of semiconductor technology.  Dr. Hu is a 

member of the US National Academy of Engineering, the Chinese Academy of Science, 

and Academia Sinica of Taiwan.  

Dr. Hu has received numerous awards including the lifetime achievement award as a 

“Microelectronics Visionary” from the world’s largest professional society, the Institute of 

Electrical and Electronic Engineers. But he is most proud of receiving the Berkeley 

Distinguished Teaching Award -- UC Berkeley's highest honor for teaching. 

Source: http://www.eecs.berkeley.edu/~hu/bio.html 

Chinatown/North Beach Campus update: 

Construction for the new Chinatown/North Beach Campus continues! Excavation for the 

main building on lots 9 and 10 is near completion.   Work on footings and the perimeter 

foundation will take place this month.  Expected completion date is sometime in 2011. 

 

http://www.eecs.berkeley.edu/
http://www.eecs.berkeley.edu/
http://www.tsmc.com/english/tsmcinfo/c030501n.htm
http://www.eecs.berkeley.edu/~hu/pubs.html
http://www.nae.edu/
http://www.cas.cn/
http://www.sinica.edu.tw/
http://teaching.berkeley.edu/dta97/hu.html
http://teaching.berkeley.edu/dta97/hu.html
http://www.eecs.berkeley.edu/~hu/bio.html
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Downtown Campus Library presents 

American Chinatown Featuring Acclaimed 

travel writer Bonnie Tsui 
Tuesday, February 23, 2010  -   10:30 a.m. -12:00 p.m. Room 821, DTN campus 

 
In celebration of the Lunar New Year of the Tiger, come and meet Harvard grad 

Bonnie Tsui, who is a frequent contributor to The New York Times. A former editor at Travel 
& Leisure, she has written for National Geographic Adventure, Salon, and Conde Nast 
Traveller.  

Bonnie visits the country’s four most famous Chinatowns— San Francisco, New York, 
Los Angeles, Honolulu — and makes her fascinating stop in Las Vegas. In her explorations, 
she focuses on the remarkable experiences of ordinary people, and captures their vivid 
stories. Books will be available for purchase and signing.  

CCSF —Downtown Campus 
88 4th St./Mission St. San Francisco, CA 

Call 415.267.6505 for more info 
Sponsored by the Downtown Campus Associated Students Council 

Refreshments Served 
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Asian Coalition 

 Scholarship Dinner 
Friday, April 30, 2010 

5:30pm – no host cocktail   6pm – dinner 
Empress of China Restaurant, 838 Grant Ave. San Francisco, CA  94108     

Wheelchair Accessible 
 

Nearby Parking lots: Portsmouth Square, Kearny between Clay & Washington; 
Vallejo Street between Powell & Stockton 

 

Keynote Speaker:  Dr. Chenming Hu, 

Distinguished Professor, UC Berkeley 
Scholarship presentation, Silent Auction 

 

Everyone Welcome, Tickets:  
$55 FT/general 

$50 PT/Classified 
$35 Students 

After April 1, 2010, $60 each for all 
 

Monika Liu (452-5730)  Mabel Michelucci (239-3946) 
Maria Ma (561-1815)  Gary Tom (561-1879) 
Grace Yu (452-7243)  Patricia Seid (452-5863) 
Singkin Yue (452-5623)  Eva Cheng (561-10940 
Mo-Shuet Tam (239-3427) 

 

The Children of Chinatown: Growing Up Chinese American in San 
Francisco, 1850-1920 

Wendy Rouse Jorae will give a slide presentation of her new book The Children of 

Chinatown: Growing Up Chinese American in San Francisco, 1850-1920.  She challenges 

long-held notions of early Chinatown as a bachelor community by showing that families--and 

particularly children--played important roles in its daily life.  A book sale and signing follows 

this event. 2:30 pm on Saturday, February 27, 2010 at the Chinatown Branch of the San 

Francisco Public Library, 1135 Powell St.  For more information please call 415.355.2888 or 

visit our blog at   http://sfplchinatownbranch.blogspot.com           Admission is FREE.                           

Source: http://sfpl.lib.ca.us/news/liondancers2010.htm 
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Asian Coalition SPRING 2010 Potluck. 
Put your cooking or shopping skills to good 
use—bring a delicious dish, or dessert to 

share! Old, new, prospective members, and 
guests are all welcome! 

 

Date: Friday, March 19, 2010   Time:  5:30 p.m. 
Host: Mo-Shuet Tam  (Thanks, Mo-Shuet!) 

For more information: 

Contact Monika Liu at 452-5730, or by e-mail mliu@ccsf.edu 

 

Coalition of Asian American Government Employees of the City 
and County of San Francisco 

Is sponsoring a 2010  

Lunar New Year Luncheon 
Friday, March 5, 2010, 11:30am to 1:00pm 

Empress of China Restaurant 
838 Grant Ave., 5

th
 Floor 

Cost: $25 per person 
RSVP by Feb. 26, and submit payment to: 

Frances Hsieh, 415-554-7897 
For additional information go to the Asian Coalition web site: http://www.ccsf.edu/ac 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AUTHOR ELLEN BLONDER 
DISCUSSES AND DEMONSTRATES FROM HER BOOK, 

DIM SUM: THE ART OF CHINESE TEA LUNCH 
WED. MARCH 17, 2010, 2 PM – 5 PM 

 

OCEAN CAMPUS 50 PHELAN AVENUE 

STATLER WING RM. 014 
THIS EVENT IS FREE BUT RESERVATIONS ARE REQUIRED. For information, call (415) 
452-5469 or e-mail yliang@ccsf.edu,  (415) 239-3580 or e-mail slyons@ccsf.org 
 

 

mailto:mliu@ccsf.edu
mailto:yliang@ccsf.edu
mailto:slyons@ccsf.org
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Nomination for Outstanding Service 
  

The Asian Coalition Executive Board decided to recognize CCSF Asian-Pacific Islander  

employees for their outstanding services to the students, the college district, and/or greater 

community.  Each year AC will select one classified employee and one faculty member for 

recognition.  We know that there are many deserving individuals who are the backbone of 

CCSF.  Please send your nominations to Co-Chairs: Lisa Romano (E205) or Monika Liu (SH-

118B) by April 5th. 

 

 
 
 
 

I Nominate: 
  
NAME:_________________________________________________________ 
  
POSITION:______________________________________________________ 
  
CAMPUS:_______________________________________________________ 
  
PHONE:_________________________E-MAIL:_________________________ 
  
Write a brief description of the nominee’s specific areas of service (students, 
college district, and/or greater community), and why you think he/she should be 
considered: 
  
_______________________________________________________________ 
  
_______________________________________________________________ 
  
_______________________________________________________________ 
  
_______________________________________________________________ 
  
_______________________________________________________________ 
  
_______________________________________________________________ 
  
  
Your Name (Nominator):___________________________________________ 
  
Position:_______________________________________________________ 
  
Campus:  ___________________Phone:______________________________ 


