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Asian Coalition  

Scholarship Dinner 

"Taste of Asia" 

Friday, April 28, 2006 
Radisson Miyako Hotel 5:30 to 

9:30 
1625 Post Street, San Francisco CA 94115  
Details coming! Watch for flyer!! 

 

Photo from last year's AC Scholarship Dinner 

 

President's Message: 
 
The Asian Coalition set a record for attendance at 
our annual scholarship award dinner last May.  
About 225 guests celebrated the fourteen 
deserving students who each received a $400 
scholarship.  Among the honored guests was 
Deputy Consul General of Vietnam, Mr. Dang The 
Hung.  The keynote speaker, Police Chief 
Heather Fong, gave an inspirational speech.  
Kudos go to the two co-chairs of the Scholarship 

Committee, Mabel Michelucci and Anna Q. Wong, 
for doing a fantastic job in cultivating new donors.  
The Square & Circle Club and California 
Transplant Donor Network were among the 
donors that gave two scholarships each.  Another 
new donor, Ms. Severine Cheng, gave a $500 
scholarship in honor of her father, Mr. Fok Tak 
Chor.  Dr. Wing Tsao, Emily Chin, and Mark Fan 
have generously donated memorial scholarships 
again.   
 
Last fall, Asian Coalition hosted a potluck dinner 
at Mabel Michelucci’s beautiful home.  Pastry chef 
instructor, Mark Hodgson demonstrated the 
cooking of tasty morsels of truffles and another 
dessert for a crowd of 30 members and guests.  
Thanks to Maria Ma, Gary Tom, and the dance 
committee, the Asian Coalition raised $1,000 for 
the Hurricane Katrina Fund at its first Halloween 
Dance.  Special thanks go to Minh-Hoa Ta, 
director of APASS, and the Vietnamese Student 
Club for their help and the decorations at the 
dance.  I represented the Asian Coalition at the 
press conference and luncheon for the new site of 
the Chinatown/North Beach Campus at the 
request of Trustee Lawrence Wong.  Eva Cheng 
coordinated two Chinese knot-tying workshops in 
December.  Other members are planning jewelry 
workshops and an Angel Island field trip in the 
near future. 
 
This semester, we are gearing up for another 
exciting annual scholarship award dinner.  Please 
save the date:  Friday April 28th.   Our theme for 
this year is “Taste of Asia.”  It will be held at the 
Radisson Miyako Hotel in San Francisco's 
Japantown.  The Dinner Committee co-chairs, 
Josephine Loo and I, decided on this special 
venue on the occasion of City College's 
celebration of its 70th anniversary.  Scarlett Liu, 
Terry Lee, Jack Wilde, and company are 
collecting raffle prizes and “silent auction” items.  
We need your help to sell dinner and raffle tickets 
to colleagues and friends.  All proceeds will go 
toward the scholarship fund.  According to the two 
Scholarship co-chairs, Mabel Michelucci and 
Josephine Loo, we have twelve scholarships to be 
awarded this year.   
 
On the Ocean Campus, various Asian student 
clubs will be putting together a celebration for the 
Asian Pacific American Heritage Month at the 
Student Union under the guidance of Jessie Chin, 
and other faculty.  The Rosenberg Library will be 
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presenting another East Meets West Author 
Series on May 3, 2006.  Filipino author Marianne 
Villanueva (Mayor of the Roses), Chinese 
American writer Jun Yu (Little Green), and 
Veitnamese writer and commentator Andrew Lam 
(Perfumed Dreams) will participate in a panel 
discussion and reading.  Watch for the 
announcement on the library’s Web site, 
<www.ccsf.edu/Library>. 
 
As I finish up my term as your President, I feel 
very confident that the Asian Coalition will 
continue the strong tradition of bridging the 
community and supporting the educational needs 
of Asian American students.  One of the founders, 
Marion Kwan assured me that the Asian Coalition 
has been steadfast for the past 30 years.  Vice 
President Josephine Loo has been appointed to 
fill in the vacancy left by Maria Ma.  On behalf of 
the Asian Coalition, we would like to thank Maria 
for her services and wish her the best in her 
endeavors.  In order for our association to grow 
and become stronger in the college community, 
your participation is most important.  If you do not 
have the time to serve as an officer, try to take the 
lead on a program or two.  If you still don’t have 
time to lead any program, please try to attend and 
participate in the programs that are planned for 
you.  Any association will have a purpose if its 
members care.   
 
Finally, I would like to encourage everyone to get 
involved by becoming a member and volunteering 
on a committee.   If you have not renewed your 
membership, please contact Membership chair, 
Quinci Lee at the Chinatown/North Beach 
Campus, qlee@ccsf.edu, 452-7591. 
 
Best wishes for a successful semester.   
 
Suzanne Lo, AC President (2004-2006) 



 

12 Scholarships Available from Asian Coalition 
by Mabel Michelucci 

 
 The Asian Coalition of City College of 
San Francisco now in its twenty-third year of 
offering scholarships will be awarding twelve 
scholarships of $500.00 each to deserving 
students of Asian and Asian Pacific Islander 
ancestry. Five of the scholarships are directly 

from the Asian Coalition. The other seven are 
from gracious repeat donors. Interested 
students must be currently enrolled in either 
credit or non-credit courses at any of the 
campuses of City College of San Francisco.  
 Four of the five scholarships established 
by Asian Coalition, honor the memory of John 
Yeehall Chin who served as one of the 
members of the first Board of Trustees in the 
San Francisco Community College District.  
The fifth scholarship honors the memory of  
Victor Chow, a former faculty member of the 
Biology Department at the Ocean Campus 
and co-founder of Asian Coalition.  
 Of the seven additional repeat donor 
scholarships we gladly accepted, four are 
individual memorial scholarships and three 
are from non-profit organizations. The 
memorial scholarships honor Mr. Fok Tak 
Chor, a second time offer; Mr. Fan King Lau, 
Mr. T. F. Tsao, both are in their third year of 
offer and Mr. Franklin W. N. Chin, now in its 
eleventh consecutive year. The California 
Transplant Donor Network (www.ctdn.org), 
now in its second year of offer is a non-profit 
organization that saves and improves lives by 
facilitating organ and tissue donation for 
transplantation. CTDN donated a scholarship 
in the name of Paul Yang, a recipient of a liver 
transplant 18 years ago.   Also, now in its 
second year of offer the final two scholarships 
are given by the Square and Circle Club, a 
S.F. Chinatown community-based women’s 
fund raising organization that has been 
donating scholarships to C.C.S.F. students for 
the past 50 years. 
 The purpose of each scholarship is to 
acknowledge the struggles and sacrifices 
Asian and Asian Pacific Islander students 
encounter in pursuing their educational goals 
and to provide encouragement for their 
endeavors.  Selection criteria include 
academic and career goals, financial need, 
school/community service, potential 
leadership skills, and teacher/counselor 
recommendations. 
 Applications are available through the 
Scholarship Office (L366) at the Ocean 
campus and the counseling office at each 
campus. It can also be downloaded from the 

http://www.ccsf.edu/Library
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"It is the first 
California 
community 
college 
retention 
program to 
serve the 
needs of Asian 
and Pacific 
Islander 
students." 

Asian Coalition website at: 
http://www.ccsf.edu/ac. 
 Completed applications including the 
teacher/counselor recommendations (two 
required; at least one must be from a teacher) 
must be submitted in triplicate to Josephine 
Loo, Scholarship Committee Co-chairperson, 
City College of San Francisco, 50 Phelan 
Avenue, Rosenberg 231, San Francisco, CA 
94112 and received by 4:00 p.m., Friday, 
March 10, 2006.  The awards will be 
presented at the Asian Coalition Dinner that 
will be held on April 28, 2006. 
 For further information, please contact 
the scholarship co-chairs:  Mabel Lee 
Michelucci at 239-3946, email: 
mmichelu@ccsf.edu or 
Josephine Loo at 452-5518, email: 
jsloo@ccsf.edu  
 
Note: flyer and application form are 
attached. 





 
 

 

You have the power to Donate Life! 

       Sign up to be an organ donor! 
 

 
 

Local Organ Transplant Recipient 
Commits To Supporting Asian 

Coalition Scholarship Fund 
   
 Asian Coalition is pleased to receive a 
special scholarship donated by the California 
Transplant Donor Network to recognize an active 
volunteer, Mr. Paul Yang. Mr. Yang is a liver 
recipient of eighteen years. The Transplant 
Network is also honored to support local students 
in their pursuing educational goals.  
 
Mr. Yang, an immigrant from Taiwan, suffered 
from Hepatitis and liver cirrhosis in his early 
thirties.  He went through many troubling 
therapies and even thought about committing 
suicide but did not want to leave his wife and a 

two-year-old son behind. Doctors told him he had 
no hope for survival without a liver transplant.  
Fortunately Mr. Yang received a life-saving 
transplant and now lives a healthy life with his 
family and community.  
 
Mr. Yang is so grateful to his organ donor that he 
has committed to promoting organ and tissue 
donation within the Chinese community. Mr. 
Yang's message is: "Knowledge is power.  People 
will say "YES" to organ donation if they're aware 
of their options, and that the chances of matching 
organ donors and recipients within the same 
ethnic group could become higher."  Mr. Yang 
urges people to consider donation by saying: 
"Make a decision today, discuss it with your family 
members, and some day you could potentially 
save up to eight lives."   
 
As of January 2006, more than 90,000 patients 
are on the national waiting list for an organ 
transplant.  Over 2,600 Asian patients are waiting 
in Northern California and more than 5,200 Asians 
are waiting nationally. Sadly, 20 people - one 
every 90 minutes - die in the United States 
because of the shortage of donors.     
 
Each one of us can make a difference by signing 
up to be an organ donor.  Sign up on the Donate 
life California Registry at 
www.donatelifecalifornia.org.  Alternatively, you 
can sign a DMV donor card and be sure to tell 
your family of your wishes.  For more information, 
please contact Ms. Toby Cheung, Community 
Outreach Coordinator at 415-989-3828 or 
tcheung@ctdn.org. 

 
 

Update on APASS  
by Minh-Hoa Ta 

 
The Asian Pacific 
American Student 
Success Center (APASS) 
became operational on 
October 15, 2004 after 
several semesters of 
planning and advocacy by 
a dedicated group of City 
College counselors, 
instructors, classified 
staff, students and 
administrators, and after 

mailto:mmichelu@ccsf.edu
mailto:jsloo@ccsf.edu
http://www.donatelifecalifornia.org/
mailto:tcheung@ctdn.org
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receiving formal recognition by the Board of 
Trustees in February 2004.  It is the first California 
community college retention program to serve the 
needs of Asian and Pacific Islander students. 
 
APASS Center Activities 
 
Located in room 208 of Batmale Hall, this 
multipurpose facility offers students an academic 
but friendly environment to meet with counselors 
and peer advisors, a chance to participate in 
study groups, and to utilize state of the art 
computer stations for individual or group study.  
Additionally, the APASS Center serves as a site 
for meetings and workshop presentations by 
several CCSF programs, including New Student 
Counseling, Extended Opportunity Program & 
Services (EOPS), Asian Coalition, Asian/Pacific 
Islander Student clubs, and the Child 
Development and Family Studies and Business 
Departments.  It also functions as a regular 
classroom and study lab for the student cohort 
taking Interdisciplinary Studies (IDST) 45: Asian 
Pacific Islanders in the United States together 
with the APASS section of IDST 50: College 
Success.  During the summer of 2005, the facility 
also provided temporary office space for Latino/a 
Student Network (LSN) and the College for Teens 
Project. 
 
The APASS Center is becoming a hub for 
student-initiated and student-centered activities.  
Each semester, the Polynesian Club collaborates 
with faculty to co-host an Elder’s Night.  The 
International Student Association, CCSF Women 
Basketball team and Vietnamese Student 
Association have also used the Center to show 
films and conduct study group activities.   
 
Counseling 
 
In its first year of operation, the APASS Center 
provided counseling services to over 900 
students, and APASS counselors currently 
maintain a caseload of 337 students.  APASS 
sent out letters to A/PI students on academic and 
progress probation during fall semester of 2004 
and spring semester of 2005, inviting them to 
come in and attend college success workshops 
and see an academic counselor.  Additionally, in 
collaboration with the Financial Aid Office, APASS 
counselors saw over 700 students on financial aid 
probation, assisted them in assessing their needs, 
helped them identify their educational goals and 

develop an educational plan,  get their financial 
aide holds lifted.  APASS counselors, working 
closely with the Office of the Dean of Students, 
also provided intervention and counseling for 
fourth semester probationary students subject to 
dismissal from this institution.   
 
Furthermore, APASS counselors and staff will 
continue to provide academic counseling and 
other resources to students enrolled in IDST 45 
and IDST 50.   
 
Between mid October of 2004 and October 2005, 
more than 1700 students visited the APASS 
Center for individual study sessions, and/or 
participated in study groups in the subjects of 
Chemistry, Economics, English, ESL, History and 
Math.  In addition, the APASS Center provided 
workshops on “College Survival” to more than a 
hundred students. 
 
Outreach  
 
APASS conducts regular outreach to Asian 
American Studies, ESL, IDST 45 (Pacific 
Islanders in the United States), and IDST 50 
(College Success) classes as well as 
Asian/Pacific Islander student activities clubs. 
 
Working with IDST, APASS has also extended 
outreach to the Pacific Islander communities 
throughout the Bay Area.  In early August 2005, 
APASS and IDST hosted a table at the Aloha 
Festival, an event that drew several thousand 
participants.  On November 10 and 17, students 
in Fuifuilupe Niumeitolu’s IDST 45 course will be 
featured on the KPFA radio show APEX Express 
on 94.1 FM where they will discuss class research 
projects grounded in their family narratives of their 
migration to the United States.  In spring 2006, 
CCSF Pacific Islander students will appear 
regularly on a monthly radio program on 
education, host by Ms. Niumeitolu. 
 
Peer and Leadership Development 
 
The APASS staff also trains and supervises 
CCSF and SFSU student volunteers to facilitate 
study groups. On November 19, 2005 APASS and 
the Student Activities Office will conduct a 
Saturday leadership training workshop for Asian 
and Pacific Islander students.   
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APASS maintains an ongoing working relationship 
with the Interdisciplinary Studies department.  In 
the past year, IDST 45 (Pacific Islanders in the 
U.S.), IDST 50 (College Success), and the 
APASS Center hosted over fifteen guest speakers 
and performers from local Pacific Islander 
communities.  With the support of the Office of 
Service Learning and Peer Mentoring, APASS 
and IDST initiated a Peer Mentoring program to 
support CCSF Pacific Islander students.  This 
successful program will be continued in the 
spring.   
 
What’s Ahead? 
 
And here is more exciting news of upcoming 
events.  In Spring 2006, the national  Organization 
of Chinese in American (OCA) has selected City 
College to host their student leadership training in 
April 2006.  This training has traditionally targeted 
four year universities, with hosts such George 
Washington University, Yale University and 
Loyola Marymount University, and this is the first 
time that a community college, CCSF being one 
of two, have received this recognition.  The 
APASS Center staff and faculty look forward to 
working closely with the Dean of Student Activities 
to recruit students to participate in this exciting 
endeavor, and to supporting students in follow-up 
activities generating from it.  
  
APASS has also committed to working with the 
English Department to offer the first APASS 
English 93/94 class (modeled after AAAP and 
LSN classes) in the spring of 2006, and will 
expand these APASS sections of English classes 
in the future if they are proven to be successful. 
 
Finally, APASS is looking forward to welcoming 
our very first, full-time counselor to the APASS 
family in January of 2006. The selection process 
was concluded in October.  We believe that this 
energetic counselor will enable the APASS team 
to expand its services to A/PI students at CCSF 
and to further extend our collaboration with other 
student services and academic departments.   
 
 

THE LEGACY OF  

TERESINA WONG 
by Eunice Lew 

 

In April 1991, Teresina Wong, a CCSF ESL hourly 
instructor in the non-credit division passed away 
from lung cancer. Her 2 young sons, Kevin and 
Keith were 
only 8 and 3 at the time. Many CCSF instructors, 
staffpersons and Board members very generously 
contributed to a scholarship fund set up for the 2 
young boys. 
 
A total of $5,300 was raised from donations, raffle 
sales and other fundraising activities. The 
scholarship funds were held in 2 CD accounts 
until each boy 
turned 18. Two Chinatown campus faculty 
members, Elaine Wang and Eunice Lew were the 
co-trustees of the fund.  
 
Soon after Teresina's death, the boys moved with 
their father, Dan Wynne to Ohio where they 
currently live. A few years ago, Kevin, the older 
son, received $4,054.86, his portion of the 
scholarship funds when he turned 18. Presently 
he is pursuing a B.A. in Psychology with a 
business minor at Ohio State University.  He 
hopes to enter a Masters program in Labor and 
Human Resources next year. 
 
Keith, the younger son, has recently started his 
studies at the same university as Kevin. He plans 
to major in Business. His share of the scholarship 
fund, 
$4,354 was recently transferred to him. He will be 
applying it to college expenses. 
 
Recently, Kevin, now 22, with girlfriend Becky, 
made his first visit to San Francisco since his 
early childhood days here. Many colleagues who 
had worked with Teresina in the 1980's meet with 
Kevin for an emotional reunion and shared many 
fond memories and anecdotes of Teresina's life 
as a mother, teacher, 
court interpreter and a church member. Anyone 
interested in attending future reunion lunches with 
Kevin and Keith can contact Eunice Lew at 
harmony28@Lanset.com 
 
A THANK-YOU FROM KEVIN 
 
I want to tell you how wonderful it was to finally 
meet you all, the colleagues and friends of my 
mother. It was a joy and very special to me to 
hear stories and anecdotes from all of you. I am 
glad we were able to make the time and I certainly 
hope to spend more time with you all next time.  
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A THANK-YOU FROM KEITH 
I wish to express my gratitude and heartfelt 
thanks for all your generosity and support for the 
last fourteen years. I am glad that Kevin had the 
opportunity to meet most of you and see how 
much you mean to us and to your past colleague, 
Teresina. I promise to keep up my 
correspondence with you all and keep you 
in my thoughts. 
 

Faculty and staff (left to right:  Mary Yang, Mimi Wong, Big-Qu 

Seeto, Eunice Lew, Lillian Ho, Pearl Chen, Becky and Kevin, Helen 

Leong)  enjoy a reunion lunch 


 

Join the Asian Coalition!! 
$10 individual  $15 couple 

Application attached! 






Keep in touch! 

Join the AC listserv!  

It’s easy as 1-2-3! 
 
Send the following message:  
 subscribe asian 
to this address: 
 majordomo@ccsf.edu              

OR  
1) Send an e-mail. to jlim@ccsf edu and let 
him know you would like to join. 




 

Asian Coalition  
Scholarship Finder Project 

Update 
by Terry Lee 

 
We are pleased to inform AC’s members that the 
Scholarship Finder Project is making good 
progress and actually has a website up and 
running. You are encouraged to check it out and 
provide our committee with your comments and 
suggestions by logging on to: 
www.ccsf.edu/ac/finder. 
 
Since Spring, ’05, the committee, composed of 
AC members James Lim, Maeda Liu, and Terry 
Lee, has been meeting and working on the  
website in order to provide a list of various 
scholarship and financial aid opportunities for 
Asian students who are or will be attending City 
College. It is our belief that such a creation will be 
immensely helpful in assisting our students and 
their parents to find, apply for, and receive funding 
specifically focused towards Asian, Asian 
American, and minority students.  
 
During the past year, we have been able to 
identify and post on the website scores of Asian 
American scholarships. We are aware that there 
are still many more, and hope to accumulate them 
as time progresses. However, the project is still 
under construction, and we will be continually 
making changes to the website, posting new 
additions, and updating the information. Our goal 
is to make the project fully operational in a few 
months and present it to the Asian Coalition 
membership during the Scholarship Dinner.  
 
Because working on this project involves a lot of 
time and effort, we urge and invite any AC 
member to join our committee this semester. We 
certainly can use your help to expand our efforts 
and make the project more effective.  Please 
contact me, Terry Lee, at telee@ccsf.edu, phone: 
x3589 or James Lim, jlim@ccsf.edu, x5430. We 
usually meet at James’s office in the library during 
the afternoons. And, as mentioned earlier, any 

http://www.ccsf.edu/ac/finder
mailto:telee@ccsf.edu
mailto:jlim@ccsf.edu
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comments and feedback that you may have will 
be greatly appreciated. 
 
 

Eva Cheng & Quinci Lee at Shandong University 
 

Some Interesting Travel Tidbits 
from a China Trip in Spring 

by Eva Cheng 

 
Last Spring I went with my colleague, Quinci Lee, 
on a 15 day visit to China (Beijing, Jinan, 
Qingdao, Shanghai, Guandong).  Along the way, 
we visited another Counselor, Dr. Singkin Yue, 
who was teaching at Shandong University in 
Jinan.  Before the trip, Quinci looked up pertinent 
information (local transportation connections, 
restaurant & hotel reservations, etc.) on the 
Chinese web sites. Her fluency in dialects, 
familiarity with the culture, local connections and 
shopping skills (and her energy) made the trip 
exceptionally enjoyable. 

 
In this article, I would like to share my personal 
experiences and observations.  This is by no 
means exhaustive or research-based.  It may be 
fun reading for future visitors or to bring back fond 
memories to those who visited before.  
 
 
 
Transportation: 
Inland Flights --- Prices may go up closer to flight 
date, although we received a 70 % discount by 
booking a flight the day before.  We opted to fly 
instead of taking the long train ride from Beijing to 
Jinan as originally planned.  The train fares vary 
depending on the types of seats which range from 
hard wood to cushioned seats.  

 
Taxi cabs can be hailed easily in the cities.  But 
you may want to negotiate for a fixed price for 
longer distance (e.g., from or to the airport) 
instead of the meter rate.  Trunk space may be 
limited as the drivers also store their own 
belongings there.  Tipping is not expected.  
 
Buses --- Destinations and all stops along the 
route are clearly 
displayed on the 
bus and at the 
bus stops in 
Chinese.  Have 
exact change.  
Beware of 
pickpockets on 
packed buses.  
Air-conditioned 
and double-deck 
buses cost 
double (about 2 
RMB 
yuans/person) in 
Shanghai and Guangdong. 
 
Pedestrian Safety: 

In big cities, cross streets at the signals even if it 
means extra walking.  Automobiles and bicycles 
compete for the road and will stop for nobody.  
They honk often and squeeze into whatever road 
space there is.  Smaller cars would drive close to 
each other, making space for a third car on a 2 
lane road.  Dangerous or practical? 
 
Restaurants: 
Fancier restaurants have costumed receptionists.  
There are live seafood items in tanks for your 
selection.  Also, cooked dishes are displayed to 
tempt your appetite.   Always bring your own 
paper napkins.  There may be extra charge for 
water and napkins.   
Sharing tables is common.   Expect smokers with 
their cigarettes lit up continuously.  Tipping is not 
expected. 
 
At the sidewalk food wagons where people sit at 
little tables and stools or squat, food is served in 
bowls or plates or clay pots covered with new 
plastic bags.  For the next patrons, the plastic 
bags are replaced with new ones.  It’s a practical 
way to serving food when water is limited.  
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In the northeastern region like Shandong, 
dumplings are wonderful.  There are great 
varieties of fillings: sea cucumber and lamb etc.  
Order by weight  (e.g. 4 oz).  
 
Heard of “Drunken Shrimp”?  Live shrimp are put 
in a bowl of wine and other seasonings where 
they can be seen jumping in the marinade.  I don’t 
know how they would taste after such torture!  
Other seafood dishes were excellent, fresh and 
there were many varieties. 
 
Restroom Facilities: 
The traditional toilets, even in concrete buildings, 
are the squatting type.  Since there is no physical 
contact, it tends to be more sanitary and practical, 
as long as your legs can hold up.  Also the tile 
floors and walls make it easier to clean (just hose 
it down).  And remember to bring your own t.p.  
You would dispose of it in a waste basket in order 
to minimize water consumption.  That explains 
why our janitors found so much t.p. next to the 
toilets.   And it also explains the shoe marks on 
the toilet seats.  (Hard to shake old habits!)  Some 
public facilities charge for t.p. and hand towels. 
 
Housing: 

In most cities, housing is a mixture of the old hu-
tong, medium-height cement buildings and the 
modern high-rises.   
 
Hu-tongs are the original planned community 
dwellings with pedestrian and bike paths cutting 
through the complex.  Each unit would have 
several rooms for an extended family---bedrooms, 
combination family/living/dining room, toilet and 
kitchen.  The shower room is usually communal, 
so are the courtyard for socializing & exercise and 
the playground for children.  In Jinan, where there 
are underground springs, residents would get 
water and swim in the mineral rich pools.  
Throughout the hu-tongs, there are also family 
businesses to sell grocery & household goods 
and to market their skills in sewing & appliance 
repair.  Pitched against urban development, the 
hu-tongs often fall victim to new housing 
schemes.   For preservation, there has been 
some organized effort to designate certain 
neighborhoods as historic landmarks, e.g. Beijing.  
 
Medium-height buildings: 
These are concrete 3-6 stories buildings.  The 
design is very practical --- balcony for catching the 
summer breeze and hanging up laundry, 

bedrooms, kitchen/dining area, combo 
family/living room,  bathroom/shower room.  The 
architectural design emphasizes practicality & 
functionality with sturdy and easy to clean 
materials (tiles & metal). Taking the stairs is good 
exercise when you have to take your garbage out 
to the central receiving area or as you go about 
your daily routines.  Older residences may not 
have hot water set up and hot showers can be 
taken in communal facilities.  Some cities, 
especially in cold & dusty regions, have 
commercial bath houses.   
 
Governmental agencies also build housing 
complexes for their workers & families in gated 
community, where subsidized meals can be 
purchased in the dining hall. 
 

High-rises: 
With foreign 
investments pouring 
into China, there has 
been a surge in 
western-style 
residential 
development --- 
nicely landscape 
courtyards with 
western & Asian 
statues, exercise 
facilities, garages, 
doorman, etc.  People 

with family subsidies from foreign shores, Chinese 
with foreign passports, retirees from overseas or 
vacationers are buying into these luxurious units 
which are more affordable compared to other 
countries.  You may also find many hip cafes and 
Starbuck type coffee shops and boutiques with 
western brand names in the immediate 
neighborhood. 
 
Shopping: 
The wide range of shops vary from classy 
shopping malls which carry costly western labeled 
merchandise to hidden back alley stalls selling 
imitation or other local products. Local residents 
aspire to buy import or western labels (athletic 
shoes, cosmetics, clothing, household items, etc.) 
in fancy shops.  It raises social status, even 
though you may be window shopping.   But to 
look for bargains, you would need to roam 
through the alleys and back streets frequented by 
tourists.  Here, you can buy many western brand 
name products with different grades of quality (AA 
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grade, A grade, etc.)  These are rejects and may 
have some flaws. You can counter-offer up to 80 
% depends on how badly you want it.  Being the 
first customers of the day have a certain 
advantage.  Most merchants would want to have 
a successful transaction with the first customer.  It 
may bring good business the rest of the day.  
Quality control is not enforced and you really need 
to examine the merchandise.   
 
There are so many shops and small businesses, 
especially clothing, it makes you wonder how they 
can survive?  We saw some quality ceramic/clay 
figurines which were selling for 5 times more in 
the U.S.  Too bad they were hard to carry home.  
Museum gift stores carry a good selection of nice 
cultural handicrafts and gifts. 
 
 
 

 
Education: 
The government 
funds education 
through middle 
school and has plans 
to extend it to high 
school.  Children 
wear uniforms and 
walk or bike to 
school.  School 
classifications are 
similar to the U.S.: 
child care centers, 
kindergartens, 

primary schools (1st-6th), middle schools (3 years), 
high schools (3 years), technical/vocational 
schools (3 years) and colleges/universities.  Kids 
from poor families can only attend a few years of 
school because they need to work.  Most colleges 
are selective and the tuition is not subsidized. 
 
Parents who are planning to send their kids 
overseas, will enroll them in after school English, 
violin or other music programs.  We encountered 
many families who asked questions about coming 
to the U.S. to attend high schools or college.  
 
Air Quality; 
In the winter, sand storms blow up dust and cause 
overcast weather. Construction everywhere adds 
to the pollution.  In Beijing, together with the 
construction of housing and sports facilities, many 
trees have been planted to “break up” the sand 

storms. They will mature in time to polish the 
image of China for the Olympic visitors in 2008. 
We visited Qingdao located on the East Sea.  
This is the closest resort city to Taiwan and 
Korea.   
European-style mini-mansions line the shoreline.  
The air is fresh, life is slow pace, food is 
reasonable and tasty, people are friendly and 
shopping is productive, not to mention the 
gorgeous scenery.  
Close by is the Lushan, a mountain housing 
Toaist monks who traditionally are known for their 
fengshui and fortune telling.  We hired a tour 
guide for 15 RMB who lived in the village with her 
fisherman-family.  After a short tram ride and 
hiking another 30 minutes (less for Singkin who is 
a Kung-fu expert, the younger Quinci and the 
high-heeled guide), we came to the Taoist temple 
where the modern monks worked at the 
admission.   These laid-back monks receive 
stipends from the government for working at their 
temple.  The view of the ocean, mountains and 
the fishing village below is unbelievable.   
 
In closing, China is a vast and heavily populated 
country.  It has people power but limited natural 
resources.  To promote productivity, 
environmental & industrial regulations and people 
safety could be compromised. To make ends 
meet, several generations live together to 
physically and financially support each other.  
There are also many small repair and recycle 
businesses.  Metal is a valuable commodity.  In 
big cities, beggars would wait patiently for you to 
finish your water bottle.  They usually are 
newcomers from under-developed provinces or 
the village who are trying to survive in a new 
environment. 
 
For gifts for our friends, we brought cosmetics, 
vitamins and new shiny U.S. coins. Parks are fully 
utilized by grandparents caring for their toddlers 
who wear bottomless pants in place of the costly 
diapers.  In the morning, citizens practice taichi or 
traditional sword exercise in the open space and 
in the evening, groups of people do ballroom 
dancing on the wide sidewalks or the parks. 
 
To make your visit more pleasurable, plan your 
itineraries and connections ahead.  In Shanghai, 
we stayed at the historic & renovated YMCA 
which is reasonable, friendly and most centrally 
located among cultural and commercial 
businesses. Of course it helps if you know of local 
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residents who can be your guides--or you can 
convince our bicultural colleagues like Quinci to 
organize a trip for AC members.  Start planning. 
 
I want to thank Quinci and Singkin for their input.  
They are also great travel companions. 
 
May the Year of the Dog bring you Good Health, 
Good Luck and Happiness. 
 
 

APASS Counselors to Present 
IVY League Workshops 

 
Following his work at Shangdong University 
(China) as a visiting scholar, Dr. Singkin Yue, a 
counselor with Asian Pacific American Students 
Success, has planned and coordinated for a 
group of education and mental health specialist to 
conduct workshops at several Ivy League 
universities.  The workshops will focus on meeting 
the needs of 21th  Century students in higher 
education in China.  The universities that are 
sponsoring these workshops are Chinese 
University of Hong Kong, Sun Yat-Sen University 
in Guangzhou, Tsinghua University in Beijing, and 
etc.  Quinci Lee, A counselor from the New 
Student Counseling Department, will be one of 
the presenters. 
 
 

"Matriarchs, Monasteries and 
Mountains" Study in China,  

Summer 2006 
by Jill Heffron 

 
In the Summer of 2006, CCSF faculty, staff, 
students and members of the community will have 
the opportunity to visit the Southwest of China 
through the CCSF Study Abroad Programs Office. 
The program, entitled, "Matriarchs, Monasteries 
and Mountains", will begin June 15 and end July 
3, 2006. The focus of the program will be an 
exploration of the cultural and natural landscapes 
of Guizhou and Yunnan provinces of 
southwestern China, with an emphasis on the 
ethnic diversity of the regions' minority peoples, 
such as the Miao, Buyi, Naxi, Yi, Mosuo and 
Tibetan peoples. The group will visit Shanghai, 
China's largest and most modern city; Guiyang, 
capital of one of China's most ethnically diverse 
provinces, where we will visit the hamlets of the 

ancient Miao people; Kaili, where we will see 
traditional Miao dances in Datang and cheer on a 
Dragon Boat race in Shidong; Kunming, a land 
eternally in springtime, where we will visit the 
Yunnan Minorities Museum; Dali, home to the Bai 
nationality and a jewel on the shore of Er Hai 
Lake; Lijiang, which means "Beautiful River" and 
is home to the Naxi, who are said to be 
descended from ancient Tibetan tribes; Lugu 
Lake, home to the Mosuo people who still practice 
many customs from their matriarchal past; and 
Zhongdian, where we will visit one of the world's 
deepest gorges, and an area of spectacular 
mountain scenary. 
 
The program will be taught by Bob Jones, a 
CCSF instructor with a wealth of knowledge in 
Chinese art, anthropology and archeology, who 
has previously led eight fascinating programs to 
various parts of China for CCSF. The program 
cost is $3161, which includes round-trip 
international airfare, all transportation, meals and 
housing within China, and the services of English 
speaking national and local guides, as well as 
emergency medical coverage. 
 
For more information and a program brochure and 
application, you can contact Jill Heffron in the 
CCSF Study Abroad Programs Office by phone 
(415-239-3778) or via email (jheffron@ccsf.edu) 
or visit the program website: 
www.ccsf.edu/studyabroad  
 
Jill Heffron 
Study Abroad Programs Coordinator 
City College of San Francisco 
50 Phelan Avenue, Box C212 
San Francisco, CA 94112 
 
 

Happy New Year! 
by Suzanne Lo 

New Year’s Greetings to everyone!  Can you 
say “Happy New Year” in these Asian 
languages?: 
 

Shinnen omedeto goziamasu 
Kong He Xin Xi 
San nin faailok 

Shine zhiliin mend khurg'e 
Manigong bagong taon 

Sawadee Pii Mai 
Chúc Mùng nam mói! 
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“Three Cups of Tea is one of the most 
remarkable adventure stories of our time. 
Greg Mortenson’s dangerous and difficult 
quest to build schools in the wildest parts of 
Pakistan and Afghanistan is not only a 
thrilling read, it’s proof that one ordinary 
person, with the right combination of 
character and determination, 
really can change the world.” —Tom 
Brokaw 

Nava Varsh Ki Haardik Shubh Kaamnaayen 
Hauoli Makahiki hou 

La manuia le Tausaga Fou 
Nyob Zoo Xyoo Tshiab 

Kilisimasi fiefia mo ha ta'u fo'ou monū'ia 
Say hay boke-mahn he pah du say oh 

Here are three Web sources to become 
familiar with the Korean, Japanese and 
Vietnamese Lunar New Year celebrations: 

 
Sol-nal 

 http://www.clickasia.co.kr/about/h0101.htm 
 

Shogatsu or Oshogatsu  
http://www.japan-guide.com/e/e2064.html 

 
Tet Nguyen Dan

 http://www.vnstyle.vdc.com.vn/lunar_newy
ear//Symbols_of_Tet.html 

 
 

 

 
Three Cups of Tea:  
One Man's Mission 
to Fight Terrorism  
and Build Nations 

 
Friday, March 17, 2006 
11:00AM–12:00NOON 

City College of San Francisco 
Ocean Campus, Diego Rivera Theatre 

CCSF Concerts & Lecture Series, East West 
Group, and the Rosenberg Library & Learning 
Resources is sponsoring a presentation, 
discussion and book signing for Greg Mortenson.  
"Greg Mortenson is the co-founder of the Central 
Asia Institute. He has dedicated the last 12 years 
of his life to creating 

53 schools that have educated over 20 thousand 
children in the remote mountain areas of 
Afghanistan and Pakistan Three Cups of Tea is a 
collaboration with Award-winning journalist David 
Oliver Relin on Mortenson's unforgettable 
adventure and the inspiring true story of how one 
man really is changing the world—one school at a 
time." 




Nomination for 

Outstanding Service 
 

The Asian Coalition Executive Board 
decided to recognize CCSF Asian-
Pacific Islander  employees for their 
outstanding service to the students, 
the college district, and/or greater 
community.  Each year AC will select 
one classified employee and one 
faculty member for recognition.  We 
know that there are many deserving 
individuals who are the backbone of CCSF.  They 
must be a current AC member at the time of 
submission of the nomination.  Consider giving 
a friend or colleague an Asian Coalition 
membership. It's still $10/per academic year.  
Please send your nominations on the attached 
form to Co-Chair  
Suzanne Lo at the Ocean Campus, R413, by 
March 27, 2006.  Feel free to contact Suzanne 
(slo@ccsf.edu) , if you have any questions. 
 



Asian Studies Development 
Program Summer Institutes 
SUMMER 2006 PROGRAMS 
 
Institute on Infusing East Asia into the 
Undergraduate Curriculum May 30 - June 16, 
2006 Honolulu, Hawaii 
 
This annual three-week Institute, funded by the 
Freeman Foundation, focuses on faculty and 
institutional development related to the 
undergraduate teaching of Asia at two-year and 
four-year colleges and universities. The focus of 
the 2006 program will be East Asia (primarily 
China and Japan). This year's program will be 
directed by Peter Hershock. Cost: travel to 
Honolulu and $350. Lodging in the East-West 
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Center guesthouse and a modest stipend are 
provided. 
 
Deadline: March 1, 2006  postmark. 
Contact: Sandy Osaki, ASDP Secretary, 
808-944-7337; 
osakis@eastwestcenter.org 
 
**** 
China Field Seminar: Traditions and Modernity: 
Performing Arts and Cultural Representation 
July 3 - 22, 2006 
 
The 2006 field study will be led by UH Professor 
Fred Lau, a recognized expert on Chinese culture 
and particularly Chinese musical traditions. The 
three-week field seminar will provide an 
opportunity for 14 college faculty to learn about 
and experience Chinese culture and society in the 
context of rapid globalization. The program will 
focus in particular on 
how Chinas history and cultural heritages are 
represented for local and international 
consumption by the visual and performing arts 
and tourist 
sites. Tentative itinerary to include Beijing, Xian, 
Shanxi and Xinjiang provinces, and Shanghai. 
Cost for participants: Roundtrip travel to China 
and $500. 
 
Deadline: March 1, 2006  postmark 
Contact: Sandy Osaki, ASDP Secretary, 
808-944-7337; 
osakis@eastwestcenter.org 
 
**** 
National Endowment for the Humanities Institute 
The Silk Road: Early Globalization and Chinese 
Cultural Identity July 10 - August 11, 2006 
Director: Roger Ames. 
 
The Institute will make use of the rich history of 
the Silk Road focusing on the complex 
relationships through which China became one of 
the world's most diverse cultures. 
 
Contact: Sandy Osaki, ASDP Secretary, 
808-944-7337; 
osakis@eastwestcenter.org 
 
The application cover sheet must be filled out 
online at this address: 
http://www.neh.gov/online/education/participants/ 

Please fill it out online as directed by the prompts. 
When you are finished, be sure to click on the 
submit button. Print out the cover sheet and add it 
to your application package. 
 
NOTE: Applications to more than one summer program 

are accepted, but separate applications are required. 

An individual may attend only one institute during the 

summer. 


To All AC Members and Friends: 
Well folks, it’s time to get ready for the 2006 
Annual AC Scholarship Dinner by thinking about 
what kind of donations you will be making for the 
raffle prize drawing. Last year AC members were 
very generous in providing such items as gift 
certificates, cd’s, wall hangings, jewelry, etc. The 
raffle prize committee needs your continual 
support as well as your assistance in finding other 
sources for donations. If you have any ideas, 
please e-mail Scarlett Liu at sliu@ccsf.edu or 
Terry Lee, telee@ccsf.edu. Much thanks for your 
assistance. 

mailto:sliu@ccsf.edu
mailto:telee@ccsf.edu

